PIRLS 2021 Overview & key insights

What does this mean for literacy
organisations?
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PIRLS 2021 Overview of Key Flnﬂlng-

What are the main findings?
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The ecosystem of curriculum change

NASCEE PIRLS SSESSION

Where is PIRLS given
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NASCEE PIRLS SSESSION
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Some considerations.....
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More than 70% of SA children learn to read in an African language before switching to English in Grade 4

Pretorius & Spaull, 2019
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Grade 4 Benchmark Attainment

81% of South African Grade 4 children were not able to reach the lowest benchmark, as shown in
Figure 6.

ADVANCED BENCHMARK

HIGH BENCHMARK

INTERMEDIATE BENCHMARK

LOW BENCHMARK

BELOW LOW BENCHMARK 81%

Figure 6: Grade rk attainment
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The Reading Skills Pyramiq

INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARKS
700 -

Compre
hension

Fluency
Reading quickly and with

Advanced International Benchmark (625) ‘

expression

600 ——

Phonics
— Connecting sounds to written letters/
letter binations for reading (decoding)
— Connecting written letters to sounds for

High International Benchmark (550) ‘
spelling (encoding)

500 4
Intermediate International Benchmark (475) ’

Phonemic Awareness

— Hearing/manipulating beginning/ending sounds in words
— Hearing/manipulating middle sounds in words

— Hearing how many sounds are in a word

— Hearing if sounds are same/different

Phonological Awareness
— Hearing individual words — Hearing individual syllables (beats)

Low International Benchmark (400) .

— Hearing whether words rhyme
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hension

Fluency
Reading quickly and with
expression

Phonics
— Connecting sounds to written letters/
letter combinations for reading (decoding)
— Connecting written letters to sounds for
spelling (encoding)

Phonemic Awareness
i i inni ing sounds in words

— Hearing/manipulating middle sounds in words
— Hearing how many sounds are in a word
— Hearing if sounds are same/different

Phonological Awareness
— Hearing individual words — Hearing individual syllables (beats)

— Hearing whether words rhyme

Created by Dite Bray, MSW in 2013 http://www.atlantareads.org/
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Year of learning per language
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Civil Society opportunities
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NASCEE PIRLS SSESSION
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Figure 1: South African Grade 4 and 6 achievement compared to other PIRLS countries
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What do we do?

1 2 Western Cape Limpopo
{ iXhosa and AfrikaansSchools L epediSchools

Materials (FW) CIVBN TAs and Materials
|| Materials (WCED) COBS Materials
Control IV Control
The development of The development of
Foundation Phase pre and in-service
LTSMin 5 x languages teacher training Eastern Cape

and support isiXhosa Schools

Coaching and TAs

Control

3

0 Y
Testing 3 models for Responsible 3 X interventions:
teacher training and research &
support to improve FP advocacy
literacy andnumeracy 120 647 iearners
outcomes

3 833 teachers
LTSM = Learning and Teaching Support Materials | FP = Foundation Phase
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How are we thinking of responding to PIRLS

Interventions

848

IsiXhosa & Afrikaans Schools

Research Questions

What does it take to ensure
sustained rollout scale?

Strategic Relevance

Only the second time that there
has been a province-wide

programme of this nature rolled
out and funded by government

Develop a blueprint for scale alongside
government

&

intervention control

IsiXhosa Schools

How might we integrate behavioural science
perspectives to understand, shift and sustain
new teaching practices?

Increase programme fidelity and embed
new teaching practices

Contribute to the emerging
behavioural science research in the
broader internatoinal education
landscape
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Sepedi Schools

How might we contribute to scenario planning
for active policy responses to the Teacher
Demographic Dividend?

Limpopo will be the hardest hit province by
teacher shortages

National/provincial discussions for Limpopo
to be the model province for responses

Influence the presidential youth employment
initiative |
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